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1.0 PROJECT SUMMARY 

Titel: Sustainable riverine PLastic removal and management [LIFE17 ENV/NL/000339 | Acronym: LIFE 
SouPLess] 
 
Coordinating Beneficiary: Allseas Engineering B.V. 
 
Project duration: 01/07/2028 – 31/12/2022 
 
Project budget: 3,112,198€ 
 
Project eligible costs: 3,046,598€ 
 
EU contribution: 1,827,958€ (60% of eligible costs) 
 
The project was also co-financed by (some are sponsoring in kind-services): 

• Rijkswaterstaat 
• The municipality of Rotterdam with Rotterdam circulair 
• Port of Rotterdam 
• Spido 
• BASF 
• Canusa CPS 
• Holcim 
• Geocycle 
• Boluda towage 
• Standard Club 

 
 
Contact details: Allseas Engineering BV, Poortweg 12, 2612 PA, DELFT 
Tel. +31(0)152681800 
Email: Catchy@allseas.com 
Website: River Plastics Removal - Allseas 
 
2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Project Scope and objectives 
LIFE SouPLess will have a significant impact on biodiversity as plastic pollution poses a major threat to the 
species living in rivers, seas and oceans. The main goals of the project are: 
 

• A reduction of marine macro- as well as micro-plastics by recovering the plastics in the river before 
they can spread to the seas and oceans. 

• The protection of marine biodiversity and natural habitats by decreasing plastics present in the marine 
and riverine environments. 

• The protection of human health by decreasing micro-plastics present in our waters. 
• Supporting the (plastic) circular economy by investigating the optimal solutions for the processing of 

riverine plastic waste. 
 
In a nutshell, the LIFE SouPLess project aims to: 
 

• Design and deploy sustainable systems to catch plastics in rivers across Europe. 
• Optimise the efficiency of the systems by predicting hotspots of plastic waste in rivers. 
• Advise on post-processing of the collected plastic. 

https://allseas.com/activities/river-plastics-removal-project/
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2.2 Short overview of implemented actions and locations of the systems 
 
Action B1 – The development of numerical models to simulate the transport of plastics in rivers 

 To investigate the effect on the transport of plastic particles 
 Improve the efficiency of our collection systems 
 Support choosing an adequate location for the systems 
 Find trends, generate general knowledge 

• Field study with own developed Sampler 
 
Action B2 – A plastic removal system in a harbour 
Patje plastic in the Doeldok, the port of Antwerp 
 

 
 
Action B3 – A plastic removal system in a harbour with tide 
Catchy in the Vijfsluizerhaven, Schiedam 
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Action B4 – A plastic removal system in a flowing river with tide 
Catchy2 in Rotterdam 
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3.0 AFTER-LIFE PLAN 

The following plan is encountered to continue disseminating and communicating the results of the project: 
 
Allseas will make use of the gained knowledge during the LIFE SouPLess project regarding finding hotspot and 
develop solutions for plastic removal systems for the particular location when a partner is found to place another 
system.  
The existing systems are still operational and are planned to keep operational as long as possible (which means 
as long as there is demand and the system can stay functional with a reasonable effort in maintenance).   

• Patje Plastic (B2) is still in operation owned by the PoA. Any maintenance is their responsibility, however 
Allseas will provide advice if any problems occur 

• Catchy (B3) is still in operation owned by Allseas. Major maintenances are currently applied, and the plan 
is to have the system running at least a few more years. The permit was extended to 20 years 

• Catchy 2 (B4) is still in operation owned by Allseas. The permit was extended to 5 years with the intention 
to have the system running at least until 2024. Allseas is open to sell the system or place it at another 
location when requested 

 
The collaborations with the current partners shall remain, especially with those who are supporting the operation 
and maintenance of the systems; Mammoet, Port of Rotterdam, Hebo, Spido and Rijkswaterstaat.  
 
Rijkswaterstaat is still interested in the continuation of the system Catchy but also Catchy2. For the deployment 
of emptying of Catchy in Schiedam, RWS is giving a financial contribution but also helps with regulation questions 
regarding permits and is willing to collaborate for the World Harbour days 2023 for a common project. For 
reference the MoM of the latest meeting with RWS in Appendix 4.1.  
 
The main focus for the After-LIFE plan is the evaluation of Catchy Mini (B6). Allseas is putting effort in keeping a 
close and good relationship with the marina Terschelling to evaluate the progress and results of Catchy Mini. 
Reference is also made to DB5.1.  
 
Currently efforts are taken to set up a partnership with one of Allseas client Shell in Malaysia to extend the project 
to the Asian region where the river pollution is significantly higher than in Europe. The intention is to build a 
cooperation where both parties invest time and costs equally and have the support of a local network in Malaysia. 
A detailed plan has still to be developed. For reference the MoM of the latest conversations regarding this topic 
in Appendix 4.2. 
 
In order to communicate the plastic removal project of Allseas, the same approach so far implemented shall 
continue. Allseas will still be in communication with RWS, PoR and GR. Those shall remain the main contacts with 
respect to Catchy (B3) and Catchy2 (B4), not only for the current status to continue deployment at the todays 
locations but also when it comes to possible relocation of the systems, like another hotspot in the Nieuwe Maas.  
 
For the sake of scaling up the deployments of several Catchy Minis Allseas will maintain a close relationship with 
the harbourmaster of Terschelling. He already mentioned he has an extensive network with other marinas. The 
main focus is therefore to make sure that the first Catchy Mini is performing well and that Allseas is supportive 
in that achievement, even though any service from Allseas is free of charge. The idea is that it will result in a 
good reputation and give the possibilities to have other marinas interested. Allseas still has to decide if they will 
sell the design (fabrication extern in charge of the marina) or the system (fabrication intern/extern in charge of 
Allseas). 
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4.0 APPENDIX 

4.1 MoM with RWS 
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4.2 MoM Shell Malaysia 
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